Brighton Avenue Primary School

Art Policy
The Purpose of this Document

This policy reflects the school's values and philosophy in relation to the teaching and learning of Art. It sets out a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can operate and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. The policy should be read in conjunction with the scheme of work, which sets out in detail what pupils in different year groups will be taught. This document is intended for all teaching staff and non-teaching staff with classroom responsibilities, school governors, parents; inspection teams, L.E.A. advisors and interested others. Copies are provided to school staff and the governing body.

Why do we teach Art at Brighton Avenue Primary School?

At Brighton Avenue School we are concerned with the education of the whole child, and therefore aim to develop art and design skills in order to achieve personal fulfilment and satisfaction. Studying Art can help to develop vital skills including self-confidence, aesthetic awareness, physical co-ordination and communication, which are applied across the curriculum. 

Art plays an important part across the whole primary school curriculum and is used cross- curricular in every subject for visual imagery. As it is a visual and tactile subject pupils are able to express themselves in different ways and often find enjoyment in learning and having the opportunity to apply these skills where their creative talents can be recognised and celebrated. Additionally, Art is also used as an outstanding medium for studying different people, places, cultures and generations.

What are our aims in teaching Art at Brighton Avenue Primary School?
Art is a foundation subject within the National Curriculum. Through the teaching of Art we aim to:

1) provide pupils with the skills, concepts and knowledge necessary for them to express their responses to ideas, feelings and experiences in a visual and tactile form;

2) encourage the development of imagination, original thought and personal expression;

3) enable children to become visually literate by understanding Art as a visual and tactile communication and to develop their ability to appreciate and evaluate images and artefacts;

4) develop pupils' aesthetic awareness and enable them to make informed critical responses about their work and that of others;

5) encourage children to value the contribution made to their world by artists, craft workers and designers from many cultures;

6) help children develop socially through collaborative working:

7) provide equal opportunity for all pupils to reach their full potential, regardless of their race, gender, cultural background, or ability.

8) provide opportunities for extended learning through out of school visits to Art Galleries and the involvement from local artists.
How do we teach Art at Brighton Avenue Primary School?
The above aims are consistent with our school's philosophy and take account of the National Curriculum, which comprises of programmes of study, attainment targets and expectations, which develop basic skills and also demonstrate progression throughout the child’s primary education. As QCA units of study are not appropriate to our topic-based curriculum, each year group has received a set of age related objectives (from ‘Artworks’ scheme of work’) to cover within an academic year, which are based upon the National Curriculum outcomes. These objectives will give pupils the opportunity to develop their creative talents through a range of drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, sculpture and textile work.

Whilst following the new scheme of work there are opportunities for single subject study, integration with other subjects and the development of cross curricular themes, dimensions and skills. ‘Artworks’ specifies objectives and skills per year group, which are sequenced throughout their primary education to ensure logical progression throughout the school. ‘Artworks’ provides suggested teaching activities related to topics i.e., plants, animals, but does not state specific learning activities (which are often unrelated to topics) as in QCA. Not only does this enable teachers and pupils to take the initiative in deciding what to study in relation to their topic, but the approach also makes cross curricular teaching and outdoor learning more accessible (both of which are high priority within the School Development Plan). 

How do we plan Art at Brighton Avenue Primary School?

Teachers in all year groups can plan tasks based upon the ‘Artworks’ objectives given to their year group and can be tailored to the needs of their pupils. The learning objectives are to be used in relation to the ‘skills-based’ levelled success criteria currently being adopted across the school for foundation subjects. 

Objectives can be taught through a balance of different teaching methods. Pupils will be given opportunities to learn through real experiences; teacher prepared materials, practical tasks, educational visits, art packs, and other resources (e.g. television programmes, information technology and homework). They will also be given opportunities to evaluate and respond to art, craft and design.

Teachers are also advised to study one artist per term across an academic year. The artists have been carefully chosen to link with the overall topic being studied i.e., Van Gogh- Plants; Anthony Gormley- local area studies. Resources related to each artist are located in the Art resource cupboards. Please note: some artists will be revisited in both key stages to reinforce, consolidate and extend existing learning that had previously taken place. 

Using artists work not only allows children to discuss the content of the pictures but it enables children to study different methods and techniques used. Ultimately however the study of artists will give children a better understanding of the world around them and important people who have contributed to it. 

The class teacher should plan the teaching of Art and they should consider how the curriculum would be differentiated. Differentiation could be demonstrated through the level of activities and tasks set, resources given to the pupils, time allocated to acquire a certain skill or the amount of adult support given. Differentiation can also occur by outcome which is achieved by setting tasks appropriate to all pupils' but which allow the more able pupils to express and model their ability to others.
How do we teach Art through ICT at Brighton Avenue Primary School?

All pupils will be given the opportunity to develop their ICT skills using various graphics software packages. Many of the activities outlined in the scheme of work can be extended, enriched and reinforced using ICT packages and the Internet. Pupils can explore line, tone, texture, colour, pattern, shape and form in new ways using the mouse as a tool for developing these skills. Equipment is also available to upload photographs and digital video media in order to experiment with photomontage and computer generated collage. Using ICT in Art allows pupils to design and make changes to their work, which are reversible, which in turn allows them to experiment and sketch without being limited by paper.

Assessment and Record Keeping

Ongoing teacher assessment has always been an integral part of good practice. It is important to remember that the main reason for assessment is to enable the teacher to match the tasks set to the abilities and needs of the pupils as they progress. 

Records of children’s artwork should be kept via the means of individual sketchbooks, which are passed to the new class teacher the next year. The sketchbook is not only used for assessment purposes but also allows pupils and teachers to monitor progression and coverage of the curriculum. Large-scale work or out-of-school activities should be kept in the form of photographs and filed into each year groups’ portfolio/scrapbook.  

Class teachers can use the evidence collected from their pupils and evaluate it against the ‘skills-based’ levelled success criteria to assess levels appropriate to National Curriculum. Records and samples of artwork at various levels are also kept by the Art Co-ordinator and are used to support teachers in the levelling process.
Reports for parents are prepared annually in the summer term and take the form of a general statement based on the extent to which the pupil has achieved against the level descriptors.

The Role of the Art Co-ordinator

The Art Co-ordinator, Miss Amanda Hind is responsible for the development and monitoring of the Art Curriculum. She plans work with teachers and reviews and contributes to their planning, updates the school's policy, scheme of work, Artsmark applications and Subject Development Plans for the School Development Plan.

She assist’s staff by leading staff meetings; planning and leading in-service training activities; providing consultancy and advice; supporting staff in the classroom; specifying and ordering resources; co-ordinating staff requests for resources and monitoring and maintaining the condition and availability of resources.

She also is responsible for booking and evaluating trips to local Art galleries and related museums as well as organising and co-ordinating activities and events from outside agencies within school.

In monitoring and evaluating, she analyses pupils' access to the subject; reviews teacher's plans; observes classroom practice and examples of children’s work.

A selection of individual sketchbooks will be collected in at the end of each term as well each year groups’ portfolio/scrapbook to monitor access and coverage of the curriculum.

The Art co-ordinator will also keep the Head Teacher, management team and the art governor informed of any issues concerning Art and Design.

Equal Opportunities

All children have the same access to Art activities regardless of their gender, race or cultural background.

Although some Art and Craft activities have traditionally been preferred by one sex, we do not wish to assume such stereotypes; thereby depriving pupils of an opportunity to enjoy a variety of activities. Throughout the whole school, pupils will be given opportunities to develop Art and Craft skills. There will be no single sex groupings.

All pupils will also study Art from non-western cultures.

Special Educational Needs

Whenever necessary, provision will be made for pupils with special educational needs to take part in Art and Design lessons. As children may have sensory difficulties, physical difficulties, cognitive limitations, and/or emotional and behavioural disorders, it is the responsibility of the class teacher to ensure that any special equipment needed for a lesson is available to such children. If teachers require any special art equipment other than large and small paintbrushes and left handed scissors they must bring this to the attention of the Art Co-ordinator and the Special Needs Co-ordinator.

As it is important to concentrate on pupils' abilities and needs, art and design should aim to improve their fine motor skills and help to change feelings of disaffection, under-achievement and low self-esteem. At times it may be appropriate to have the support of a teaching assistant to help with the management of a particular child during Art and Design. If this is the case, it is preferable to have the assistant working with a group of pupils, which includes the child who needs the support. Everything should be done to avoid highlighting the disabilities of any particular child. 

For many pupils who do not appear to achieve in more formal areas of the curriculum they tend to enjoy the more practical and relaxed atmosphere and the less pressured learning environment during Art sessions. The achievement of such children should be particularly noted and recognised.

Opportunities are offered to the more able pupils to participate in more challenging opportunities both during school in the classroom and out of curriculum time in after school clubs.

After School Clubs

A range of creative activities are offered to all of the children on a weekly basis, examples include, Card Making and KS1/2 Art Club. After school activities are organised and directed by Class Teachers and Teaching Assistants who possess a keen interest in Art and who are highly capable of delivering the activities.

Resources and Accommodation

We have two resource rooms in Key Stage 1, which house Art equipment. The resources room in Key Stage 2 also stores large items and examples of artists work. The Art Co-ordinator is responsible for the maintenance and review of these Art resources. Class teachers are responsible for returning items and storing equipment.

Artwork is carried out in classrooms, wet areas and the ICT suite. The schools courtyards and field also provide ample space for larger scale activities.

Time Allocation

Art is taught both through art specific activities and through other subjects. Therefore during the periods when Art is taught through other subjects it will receive more teaching time. Although time allotment will vary each week it is ultimately the responsibility of the class teacher to monitor the coverage of the Art objectives.
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