‘Arts’ Policy

Brighton Avenue School

The purpose of this document.

This policy reflects the school's values and philosophy in relation to teaching and learning of the Arts subjects.  It sets out a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can operate and gives overall guidance and aims on planning, teaching and assessment for the arts subjects i.e., Art and Design, Drama, Music and Dance. This document is intended for all teaching staff and non-teaching staff with classroom responsibilities, school governors, parents; inspection teams, L.E.A. advisors and interested others. Copies are provided to school staff and the governing body.
Please note: This policy should be read in conjunction with the individual school polices and schemes of work for the Arts subjects for more detailed information on planning and assessment.

How we define the Arts at Brighton Avenue School?

The Arts at Brighton Avenue School are defined as forms of self-expression and creativity. We believe that creativity of the children is displayed throughout the curriculum and therefore regularly celebrate and encourage pupils to produce original and inspiring pieces of work. The utmost areas however where self expression is fostered and is more feasible is in subjects like Art and Design, Dance, Music and Drama.  It is in these subjects where children have more access to space, resources and the freedom to extend and enhance their creativity.  

Why do we provide Art Provision at Brighton Avenue School?

At Brighton Avenue school we have a commitment to the Arts in terms of the National Curriculum and children’s entitlement and enjoyment of a broad curriculum. We are concerned with the education of the whole child, and therefore aim to develop a range of skills in order to achieve personal fulfilment and satisfaction. Studying the Arts can help to develop vital skills including self-confidence, aesthetic awareness, physical co-ordination and communication.

Art and Design is used cross- curricular in every subject for visual imagery. As it is a visual and tactile subject pupils are able to express themselves in different ways and often find enjoyment in learning and having the opportunity to apply these skills where their creative talents can be recognised and celebrated. Additionally, Art is also used as an outstanding medium for studying different people, places, cultures and generations.

Listening to and making music fulfils an instinctive human need for self-expression and creativity. It stimulates responses both on emotional and intellectual levels and perhaps most importantly of all, it can be a life long source of pleasure. Music is an outstanding medium for communication.

Drama is a unique tool to explore and express human feeling. It is an essential form of behaviour in all cultures, and it has the potential, as a diverse medium, to enhance cognitive, affective and motor development. A high degree of thinking, feeling and moving is involved and subsequently aids in the development of imagination, self expression, decision making and problem solving skills, self confidence and a sense of worth and respect for others. 

Dance can have many positive outcomes both on the physical health and well being of children and their motor development. Dance improves cardiovascular fitness through movement; creates and explores various ways of movement; develops positive interaction with peers and reinforces the relationship between dance and music.
What are our key aims in providing Arts Provision at Brighton Avenue School?

Teaching the Arts has several aims:

Aim 1: Children have the opportunity to access a range of Art forms that they are able to participate in and enjoy being part of.

Possible Objectives:

· Provide an arts curriculum in which Art and Design, dance, drama and music are included and are accessible to all children.

· Teach objectives set out in schemes of work which show logical progression of skills and which are evaluated and assessed regularly (see separate art form policies for details).

· Provide out-of hour’s opportunities in all four art forms at key stage 2 and two art forms at key stage 1.

Aim 2: Children are able to express their individual ideas and responses in the planning, preparing, creating and evaluation of their own and others work.

Possible objectives:

· Plan time for children to research and prepare work before commencing.

· Use learning walls within classrooms to generate objectives and success criteria with the children.

· Organise opportunities for children to share their work with others within school and receive feedback i.e., whole school assemblies, class performances/presentations.

Aim 3: Children become knowledgeable about and value the contribution made to their world by artists, actors, musicians, dancers and designers from a range of cultures.

Possible objectives:

· Termly visits to local art galleries and museums.

· Include opportunities to study works from national and local icons within medium term planning.

· Arrange creative partnerships within the area for outside bodies to work with the children within school.

What are the children’s entitlements to the Arts?

Children at Brighton Avenue School already have a substantial entitlement to the arts and professional input both within and out of school hours. Each subject’s entitlement per year is listed below for each key stage along with daily contributions in the foundation stage. 12.7% of the yearly timetable is devoted to the Arts subjects.

	
	Foundation

Daily rotation of all activities
	Key Stage 1
	Key Stage 

2
	Professional Input
	Out of Hours Activities

	Art and Design
	Modelling table.

Paint area.

Sticky area.
	45hrs
	45hrs
	Termly visits to local art gallery/ workshop sessions for each year group.
	KS1 Art Club 

KS2 Art Club

KS2 Card Making

	Music
	Instrument area.

Daily singing.

(30 mins a week- music teacher)
	40hrs
	40hrs
	Termly music workshops from outside agencies.

Music teachers into school for: Violins-Yr5- weekly.

Guitar-Yr4- weekly.

Hymn practice- whole school-weekly.
	Choir

	Drama
	Role-play area.

Small world play area.
	30hrs
	32hrs
	Play in a day workshops.
	Drama Club

	Dance
	Movement area.
	20hrs
	20hrs
	
	Dance Festival 

Line Dancing Club


Equal Opportunities

All children have the same access to the Arts activities regardless of their gender, race or cultural background.

Although some activities have traditionally been preferred by one sex, we do not wish to assume such stereotypes, thereby depriving pupils of an opportunity to enjoy a variety of activities. Throughout the whole school, pupils will be given opportunities to develop their skills. There will be no single sex groupings.

Special Educational Needs

Whenever necessary, provision will be made for pupils with special educational needs to take part in lessons. As children may have sensory difficulties, physical difficulties, cognitive limitations, and/or emotional and behavioural disorders, it is the responsibility of the class teacher to ensure that any special equipment needed for a lesson is available to such children. 

As it is important to concentrate on pupils' abilities and needs, the arts should aim to improve their fine motor skills and help to change feelings of disaffection, under-achievement and low self-esteem. At times it may be appropriate to have the support of a teaching assistant to help with the management of a particular child. If this is the case, it is preferable to have the assistant working with a group of pupils, which includes the child who needs the support. Everything should be done to avoid highlighting the disabilities of any particular child. 

For many pupils who do not appear to achieve in more formal areas of the curriculum they tend to enjoy the more practical and relaxed atmosphere and the less pressured learning environment that these subjects offer. The achievement of such children should be particularly noted and recognised.

Opportunities are offered to the more able pupils to participate in more challenging opportunities both during school in the classroom and out of curriculum time in after school clubs.
Resources for the Arts subjects

At Brighton Avenue school we feel it is vital to be equipped with a broad range of resources in order for children to participate in the arts subjects at the best level possible. A range of resources are available for studying the arts and can be located in various designated areas around the school. 

· Drama- Activities related to speaking and listening skills and citizenship belong in individual classrooms and relate to the age range and subjects being studied by the particular year group.

· Dance- P.E related dance activities have been carefully chosen for each year group in order to ensure coverage and logical progression. P.E schemes of work, which include accompanying dance activities and music, are again filed in individual classrooms. Costumes and props relating to dances can be found in the key stage 2 resources room. 

· Art and Design- There are two resource rooms in Key Stage 1, which house Art equipment and examples of artists work. Schemes of work and ideas for planning are given to each year group.

· Music- Instruments and paper based resources are located in the key stage 2 resources room and are sometimes supplied by outside musicians who regularly work with the children.

The arts subjects are carried out in classrooms, wet areas and the ICT suite. The schools courtyards and field also provide ample space for larger scale activities. The individual subject co-ordinators are responsible for the maintenance and review of these resources however class teachers are responsible for returning items and storing equipment.

Implementing and Monitoring Policies

The subject co-ordinators of the individual arts subjects are responsible for the development and monitoring of the Arts curriculum. In monitoring and evaluating, they analyse pupils' access to their subject, observes classroom practice and examples of children’s work. They also plan work with teachers and review and contribute to their planning, leading in-service training activities where necessary. Additionally they must update the school's policies, schemes of work and School Development Plan in accordance to their subject.

The cultural ambassador of the school is responsible for implementing and monitoring the overarching arts policy and arts mark applications. They are also accountable for booking and evaluating outings related to the arts as well as organising and co-ordinating arts activities and events from outside agencies within school. The Head Teacher, management team and the art governor are regularly consulted and informed of any changes or issues concerning Arts provision within the school.
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