Brighton Avenue Primary School

Drugs Education Policy

Introduction
Drugs misuse affects many communities in this country and crosses gender, ethnic and social boundaries. Brighton Avenue Primary School is committed to the health and safety of everyone connected to the school and condones neither the misuse of drugs, nor the illegal supply of such substances. Brighton Avenue Primary School is an inner city area, which in the past has received media attention through drug related incidents, after school hours. Many children are exposed to drugs at an early age through siblings and contact with adults in their network.  
Rationale

A drugs education policy and programme are essential for children to develop skills to make informed choices.

The whole school policy has been developed to:

· Provide a framework for drugs education throughout the school.

· Enables staff, pupils and parents to have a clear understanding of the school’s position on drugs.

· Ensure the school provides the best support possible for those affected by drugs related incidents.
· Provides a management tool for the handling of substance related incidents.
The policy has been written with consideration given to DfES Guidance “Drugs: Guidance for schools”.

Aims
The teaching aims are:

· Enable pupils to make healthy informed choices through increasing knowledge

· Develop an understanding about the implications and possible consequences of drug use and misuse.

· Widen understanding about related health, social and legal issues.

· Enables pupils and staff to identify where help and support can be found.
The main aim of drugs education is to give children the facts, emphasise the benefits of a healthy lifestyle and give young people the knowledge and skills to make informed and responsible choices now, and in later life.

Objectives

The objectives of an effective drug education formulated to increase children’s knowledge about alcohol, tobacco and other drugs also enable young people to;

· Improve their self-esteem

· Make informed choices and decisions

· Develop personal initiative and be able to take responsibility

· Recognise personal skills and qualities in themselves and others

· Maintain and develop relationships

· Develop self-confidence

· Develop assertiveness in appropriate situations

· Develop the motivation to succeed

Teaching and Learning
Drugs education is part of the Statutory National Curriculum for science and is included in the PHSEC curriculum.
There are many opportunities for cross curricular links to Literacy, History, Art, Music and Geography. 
The three areas of drug education considered are;

· Knowledge about drugs

· Skills for dealing with a drug-using society e.g. the ability to refuse the offer of drugs

· Attitudes towards drugs, exploring their own and others beliefs about drugs

The delivery of drugs education is implemented through a number of teaching styles depending on the age and maturity of the children. In all instances the school is viewed as being part of the community and where appropriate local circumstances are taken into consideration.

It is delivered in a clear and honest manner, which informs without encouraging alcohol and drug abuse. Teaching on a rolling programme of science and PSHEC through the school ensures its effectiveness.

The main teaching methods are;

· Teacher/pupil discussion

· Pupil/pupil discussion

· Problem solving activities

· Drama/role play

· Use of outside agencies e.g. drugs support teachers, police liaison etc

· Use of language activities to enhance learning

· Activities where children make choices

The use of outside agencies to enhance the delivery of drugs education is always considered as there are many services with expertise to assist the teacher.

Links with ICT

There are opportunities within ICT to enhance the curriculum through computer programmes and published videos

Links with Every Child Matters
Be Healthy

· Healthy lifestyles

· Choose not to take illegal drugs

Stay Safe

· Safe from accidental injury and death

· Safe from crime and anti-social behaviour in and out of school

Make a Positive Contribution

· Engage in decision making

· Engage in law abiding and positive behaviour in and out of school

· Develop self confidence
Inclusion

Pupils are motivated by material relevant to their needs and experiences. Pupils are given opportunities to work on open ended tasks with differentiation by support and resource.
Equal Opportunities

All pupils are valued equally and are all given equal education opportunities irrespective of ability, culture, ethnicity, religion, age or gender,
The Role of the Co-ordinator

The drugs education coordinator monitors the planning and progression in the curriculum. Feedback from meetings or conferences is disseminated to staff as necessary.
Close links are formed with the schools drugs education support teacher and other agencies are contacted when appropriate to complement and enhance teaching in the classroom.

The coordinator sends for information relating to drugs education and orders material to be used in the classroom.

The coordinator can advise and suggest strategies for members of staff who require guidance.

Provides a termly update/ feedback for Governing Body through Link Meetings with Link Governors (or Head Teacher Report).

Monitoring and Evaluation

The policy regards the needs of children, teachers and parents.

Consultations, discussions and reviews are important in the evaluation of the effectiveness of teaching and keeping up to date with current government guidelines in a changing society.  

Assessment 

Pupil assessment takes place within cross-curricular themes, particularly in science, as the children learn and are assessed on the biological functions of their body, they can also be assessed on the effects of drugs on their bodies. Other cross-curricular links can be used.

Procedures – drug related incidents – staff guidance

If any member of staff becomes aware of a young person disclosing misuse of drugs or finds any drug equipment associated with substance they should follow the procedure;

1. Inform the Head Teacher, Deputy Head Teacher or Drugs Coordinator.
2. Remove substance, in the presence of a witness, recording the time, place and circumstances of the substance being in their possession.
3. Do not investigate substance but record its approximate size and appearance.
4. Where possible have recordings counter signed by a witness.
5. Do not keep substance in your possession.  Take it to a witness as indicated in (1) above.  It should then be placed in a suitable container. The people involved should then sign and date the package.

6. An official report should be completed detailing time, date and circumstances of finding.

7. The Head Teacher should arrange for the police to remove the substance from the premises

8. In the event of the discovery of any equipment associated with substance use, especially needles and syringes, pupils should not be allowed to handle such items. Adults should handle all equipment with the utmost care e.g. wearing gloves for protection. The Head Teacher should ensure that materials are placed in a secure and rigid container to await collection by the appropriate service.

Alcohol on School Premises

On some occasions there may be alcohol on school premises. This would be for parental cheese and wine evenings or staff celebrations. Under no circumstances are children allowed to handle any alcoholic beverage.

Where alcohol has been donated as a prize or raffle, only an adult may collect the prize.

Smoking on the School Premises

In line with our no smoking policy, no one is allowed to smoke on the school premises. Anyone wishing to smoke must go out of the school grounds to do so.  This includes parents waiting for children in the playground areas.
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