Brighton Avenue Primary School

Policy of English, Literacy and Language Development 

Audience and Purpose

This document is to provide parents, governors, existing staff, new or temporary staff, student teachers and other visitors including advisors and inspectors.

Rationale

Language is the principle means by which we communicate and it underpins life in both a functional and enjoyable way. Every learning experience is a language experience and language is therefore the key medium for promoting learning across the curriculum at Brighton Avenue School. We view the major language modes of listening, speaking, reading and writing as being inter-related and as such believe they will :‑

· Assist understanding and development of all other subjects.

· Provide a medium for the children to assimilate the world around them

· Help in the formation of relationships

· Be an aid to thought

· Awaken sensitivity and develop self-expression

· Help to develop the children's full potential in society

· Help children to access the ideas, cultures and lifestyles of others

· Inspire confidence and independence as understanding grows

· Nurture a lifelong source of enjoyment and pleasure

Assessed needs of each individual will form the basis for the development of language and literacy within the school through an integrated whole language programme of listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Principles

In line with the National Curriculum Policy Document, `English should develop pupils' abilities to communicate effectively in speech and writing and to listen with understanding. It should also enable them to be enthusiastic, responsive and knowledgeable readers.

All children at our school will receive rich and varied language experiences derived from the Programmes of Study in the National Curriculum Document, following the sequence and guidelines of the National Literacy Strategy Framework and with reference to our own Scheme of Work and Assessment Procedures.

Equal Opportunities (EAL/ SEN/ GENDER)

It is recognised that children's language development takes place both pre and outside school.

Teachers therefore need to value and build upon the considerable knowledge and experience that children bring with them. Baseline assessment of four year olds helps us to gain a clear understanding of the children's level upon entry. We monitor their developments and achievements closely as they progress through school by use of regular assessment and analysis of results. Knowledge of where the children are and their own background knowledge will always be used as a starting point within our teaching.

All children, regardless of their race, creed, age, ability or gender should be given opportunities to use and reflect upon home language and to develop their language skills to their maximum potential.

Children who have English as an additional language will see that their mother tongue is valued and that care is taken to provide them with a supportive environment. Children who have a significant language difficulty will have an individual education plan and use of outside agencies or in school learning support will be used as appropriate following SEN policy guidelines.

Children of all ages should be encouraged to have an interest in and a knowledge of their own language; how it works and how best to use it, aswell as a confidence in their own opinions and ability to express them. At Brighton Avenue Primary School, we intend to motivate this by producing a language rich environment with space for children to discuss, explore, question, reflect and formulate their own ideas. A comfortable, happy, caring ethos will be provided in which all children's work is valued. Expectations of all children will be high and attempts made at all times to achieve.

The Literacy Session
The school teaches literacy from foundation stage to year 6. All classes have a language rich curriculum with year 2 to year 6, teaching 5 sessions per week. The structure follows the national literacy guidelines giving teaching a strong focus and direction. Teaching strategies employed during this time will include: ‑
Direction, demonstration, modelling, scaffolding, explanation, questioning, guiding, exploration, listening to and responding.

And lessons will be: ‑
Discursive, interactive, well paced, thorough and ambitious.

The teaching of reading and writing is given priority and there is an additional reading time, which consists of guided reading activities on a daily basis.

Planning and Assessment

The National Literacy Framework provides our main scheme of work from which medium term planning is done termly and short term weekly. The National Curriculum gives guidelines for activities, cross-curricular links and available resources. Each year group has a separate file of resources and lesson suggestions. Class reading records are kept as well as a record of guided reading and writing to aid formative planning.

Children are expected to read everyday and parents/carers are to comment in the record books provided.

In written work children are made aware of what they are working towards by the use of writing targets in child friendly language attached to the front of the English books. Targets are updated termly and children set their own short term targets based on their current work on a weekly basis.
Verbal reports of how the children are progressing including their targets will be given to parents during parent consultation termly and a written report of their achievements will be sent home at the end of the summer term. Reading books are sent home on a daily basis.

Each half term an assessed piece of work by each child will be kept in a writing assessment book in individual portfolios.  Copies of class assessments for objectives in the three component areas are handed on to the next teacher each year in order to look at starting points and enable them to plan effectively. Targets set are based on a thorough analysis of pupil’s achievements through SAT’s analysis and the use of TIPP’s assessment procedures.
The language leader monitors planning on a termly basis via the internet and provides written targets for the class teacher.
 Where English is used to deliver other areas of the curriculum e.g. history, geography, this should also be noted on the planning sheets and on weekly timetables.

Monitoring and Delivery of the Curriculum for English

On a termly basis, the subject co-ordinator will liaise with class teachers to establish that there is breadth, balance, relevance and scope for children's individual progressions. The delivery of the curriculum should always be at a level appropriate to the needs of the pupils.

Language books and lessons will be moderated regularly and feedback given. In consultation with the head, deputy head and senior management team, areas of strength and weaknesses will be highlighted within the delivery of the curriculum across the school and in-service given on areas needing attention as soon as possible.

The Leader’s – Role and Responsibility

· To prepare the revised policies for language and schemes of work for speaking and listening, reading and writing.

· To support staff in the implementation of carrying through of the National Literacy Strategy framework and assessment procedures.

· To catalogue, evaluate and manage resources for language and identify development needs.

· To develop teaching and learning of language throughout the school.

· To evaluate the policy for language in collaboration with colleagues.

Allocation of Resources

The allocation of resources is the responsibility of the subject co-ordinator. Wherever possible use should be made of `real' material, situations and contexts as well as of the local environment. The reading scheme books are situated around the corridors of the school and are all sorted and labelled. Teachers should ensure that these are kept tidy when used by their children. As new resources are bought they are shared out appropriately across year groups after all staff has been shown them. Many resources are therefore classroom based. Other resources can be found on the shelving in the library. Class teachers, in their planning, will need to identify which resources are required for each half term and notify the subject co-ordinator of their needs. Any equipment not available in school will need to be costed and a request put to the relevant body within the school.

Parental Involvement

Parents are considered as partners in fostering the communications process with their child. It is essential to establish a partnership with parents, home being the most fundamental context in the teaching and modelling of communication skills.

Fostering Collaboration with Parents will include: ‑
· Sharing experience

· Parent workshops

· Home/ school reading books

· Regular planning and assessment processes including formulation of IEP's.

· Parents supporting in class

· Participation in school education visits/school celebrations

· Open evenings

Community Links

Communication is vital to make sense of and interact with the world around us and as such Brighton Avenue will endeavour to make links with the community wherever possible. These may include: ‑
· Local libraries (Dryden library services, Gateshead library)

· Local theatres (Gullbenkian theatre, Little Theatre, Theatre Royal)

· Touring drama groups

· Local small businesses

· Nearby schools (Comenius Linked Schools)

· Community services

· Use of local transport

· Local newspapers (Evening Chronicle, The Journal)

· Leisure facilities / health facilities

· Old peoples home

It is important that pupils are able to transfer the skills and attitudes which they have learnt in school and home to meaningful situations in the community.

Other Relevant Information

It is important to endeavour to develop Governors' awareness and understanding of the school's language and literacy policy and its implications.

A governor will have the title of literacy link governor and be particularly responsible for becoming more involved with this area of the school's life.

It is important that all people who come into contact with pupil are made aware of the pupils' communication strategies in order for them to respond appropriately. This will be the responsibility of the class teacher.

Aims of our Language Work at Brighton Avenue School

These aims underpin all of our language and literacy teaching at Brighton Avenue School and refer directly to the National Curriculum Programmes of Study. For the purpose of this document, English is broken down into its three profile components and we have identified aims in each. In practice, these are rarely taught in isolation and it is recognised that they are strongly connected. The aims in each component are further broken down into the three areas of range, key skills and Standard English language study. Throughout these three components the children will be constantly encouraged to collaborate peacefully and work alone when necessary.

Listening and Speaking

Within our listening and speaking activities we hope to develop our children's COMMUNICATION COMPETENCE in purposeful contexts. In order to achieve this, our aims in this area are: ‑

Range

1) To give children opportunities to talk and listen for a range of purposes and a range of audiences.

2) For children to communicate to different audiences and reflect upon speaking styles and conventions.

3) To give opportunities to participate in a wide range of drama activities, evaluating and commenting upon performance.

Key Skills

4) To encourage children to speak with confidence and to use conventions of discussion and conversation, structuring talk so that it is clear, fluent and interesting.

5) For children to develop their thought through listening with growing attention and concentration taking account of others' and justifying their own opinions.

Standard English Language Study

6) For children to use an increasingly varied vocabulary and develop an interest in words.

7) For children to consider their own speech and develop confidence in their ability to adapt what they say to their listeners and circumstances.

Reading

Within our reading activities, we hope to develop our children's understanding of written word and an appreciation of books.
Our aims in this area are: -

Range

8) For children to have an extensive experience of literature and to develop as enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers appropriate to their age and maturity.

9) To have access to a wide range of literature covering a variety of genre including poetry, myths, traditional fiction and texts from other cultures. To also extend this access to a wide range of sources of information including specific reference to non-fiction material and IT based reference material.

10) To develop and stimulate imagination, challenge thought, broaden perspective and further their knowledge.

Key Skills

11) To discuss and evaluate written work and develop their ability to structure their own writing.

12) To understand that punctuation is essential to help read what is written and to use punctuation correctly in their own work.

13) To accumulate a bank of words that they can spell accurately and to develop a variety of spelling strategies that will help them to work out new words for themselves.

14) To develop legible handwriting in both joined up and printed styles.

Standard English and Language Study

15) To develop children's knowledge of grammar

16) To ensure children's choice of vocabulary and generate an interest in words.

Assessment of English / Literacy throughout
Brighton Avenue Primary School

The school follows the National Literacy Strategy and employs a variety of resources, techniques and strategies to ensure the highest achievement possible of all children.

Objectives are reviewed daily by the children themselves to ascertain whether they have achieved the lesson objective and set targets on where to go next. This tracking of individuals is very useful for the child and class teacher alike.

Rationale

The concepts and skills pulled out in each key area for each term of every year group provide a focus for the teacher. Taken directly from the National Literacy Strategy they show clearly what the children generally are expected to be able to work on. By grading each skill area termly, the teacher can see where weaknesses exist very clearly both in individuals and across the class and have solid evidence to back up future planning and justify work given. The `assessments' are objective as they should be linked to particular pieces of work though obviously there will not always be a tangible record of the work as it may take the form of role play, drama, discussion, investigation. As the teacher sees the objectives for the forthcoming term they can start to plan in more specifically to their guided reading and writing sessions what needs to be covered.

Teaching Strategies

We aim to provide a comfortable, happy, caring environment in which all of our children's work is highly valued. In our quest for excellence in this subject the following teaching strategies will be employed: ‑
· The use of levels of language appropriate to the understanding of the child.

· A variety of methods of teaching, interaction and classroom management will be used

· To foster interest, motivation and enthusiasm. Good practice will be shared with

· Colleagues in order to develop teaching and learning.

· Work will be set in meaningful contexts, purposeful to the children and will have as much relevance to the real world as possible.

· Teaching will take account of the nature and severity of learning disabilities, provide appropriate challenges and will not underestimate the intellectual capabilities of pupils.

· Children's language abilities will always be valued and used as a basis for planning in all areas of the curriculum.
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