History Policy

At Brighton Avenue Primary School we aim to help children to develop an understanding of the past, of human relationship and the effects of their actions; to understand that people are influenced by ideas, beliefs, by their past, by places and conditions that they live.

In the subject area of history, children develop historical knowledge and understanding, through a rich experience of the past from a range of source information, giving opportunities to develop an awareness of the way in which it differs from the present.

Children develop a sense of chronology and are given opportunities to investigate history in a local and national context and develop a knowledge and understanding of the processes of historical enquiry and interpretation.  In doing so, we aim to develop positive attitudes to the importance of and understanding of the past and the process of interpretation and understanding.

In implementing this policy we aim to encourage children to develop skills and understanding through an enquiry approach, using a variety of active learning skills.

Aims

1. To ensure the requirements of the National Curriculum are fulfilled, using the Key Skills to focus work.

2. To ensure continuity and progression through the development of a detailed scheme of work and by collaborative medium and short term planning

3. To develop the children’s ability to interpret history by presenting different versions of the past and presenting and evaluating  versions of the past and presenting history in a number of forms.

4. To encourage and develop the use of historical sources in school, making the children aware of the importance of evidence and looking at a variety of formats.

5. To foster the use of historical investigation and historical questions and so promote research skills and questioning and reasoning.

6. To ensure quality learning takes place by using a variety of teaching and learning strategies.

7. To organise and use resources to deliver the curriculum effectively

8. To establish effective procedures for the assessment and recording of progress.

9. To ensure children with SEN have equal access to the historical activities in accordance with the schools SEN policy

10. To provide equal opportunities for all children in accordance with the school’s equal opportunities policy

11. To create opportunities for the development of IT skills, literacy and Numeracy

12. To develop cross-curricular links whenever possible

13. To develop links in the local community and through outside agencies to enhance the children’s understanding of history

14. To ensure that educational trips are used to enhance the learning of the children.

Curriculum Planning and Coverage

Careful curriculum planning ensures full coverage at all levels. The National Curriculum is planned into themes which encourages cross curricular links with other subjects. 
History is taught at Brighton Avenue through a skills based curriculum. Where teachers will plan for children in order to support and extend their geographical skills , at differentiated levels
Developing the element of interpretation and using different versions of the past

Through the use of a variety of sources and presenting, children are given the opportunity to study different versions of the past, and therefore pupils are introduced to the skill and concept of interpretation.  Children are encouraged to look at this evidence and present and interpret their findings in a number of ways, for example in writing and also using speaking and listening skills.  Through the use of historical questions at the start of each topic, children are encourage to use a wide variety of sources and also to explore these sources through a variety of situations.

Use of historical sources

We aim to provide for children of all ages quality and stimulating historical sources and enhance their learning.  This will include resources available within school, through visitors to school and an extensive range of appropriate visits.

Children will be encourages to appreciate and respect these resources, handling objects appropriately and dealing with situations in an appropriate manner.

Historical investigations and appropriate questions

Children will be encouraged to approach their learning through the use of historical investigation and appropriate questions and responses.  At the start of each theme the children will pose questions about things they would like to find out.  This is then used by the teacher to influence their planning.

Teaching and learning approaches

Throughout the school there is a consistent approach to teaching and learning.  Children are encouraged through a variety of structured teaching approaches and situations to develop skills which will enable them to become competent independent learners.

To ensure quality learning takes place a variety of teaching strategies are used.  Children are able to explore and develop learning in group, whole class, paired situations etc, and provision is made within the task for differentiation.  Approaches in the provision of the History curriculum will include:-

Fieldwork – for children to develop skills and concepts through first hand experience wherever possible

Role play situations – children being able to explore the past and its implications

Timelines – use of timelines in developing a sense of chronology

Issues – opportunities to explore questions and issues arising from their studies.

Use of artefacts and sources – for children to handle in order to raise questions.

Resources

A variety of resources are available within school.  Resources are labelled and stored in the resources room in the appropriate topic box.

Assessing Children’s Progress 

At the start of each theme teachers will discuss with children the questions they would like to find the answers for “What we want to find out”  as the term progresses children will display the answers and some evidence of this or “What we have learned”. These are displayed in every classroom on their current learning wall. Teachers may ask children to complete a mind map at the start and then again when the skills have been taught, if relevant.
Teachers will be able to assess the skills that the child has developed over the theme by observation of individuals and their work.
Special Educational Needs 

All children are entitled to the delivery of the History Curriculum, including those which have been recognised as having Special Educational Needs.  A variety of teaching materials and differentiated task helps us to cater for those children with SEN.  Their learning is supported in accordance with the school’s their learning in accordance with the schools SEN policy.

Equal Opportunities

At Brighton Avenue, our staff our committed to ensure that all children, regardless of race, gender, religion, social background or ability are given equal access to the history curriculum, as stated within the schools equal opportunities policy.
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