Brighton Avenue Primary School

Sex and Relationships Policy

Success for all… because every child’s a star

Rationale

Brighton Avenue Primary School is located to the west of central Gateshead.  It is in an inner city area, which has a high percentage of children eligible for free school meals.

The school has children from a wide variety of cultures and ethnic origins who have English as an additional language (30%).  A large proportion of children are on the SEN Register. There are 198 children on role at present, ranging from Nursery to Year 6.

Many of the children come from broken homes, where parents have had relationships with many partners. Behavioural and emotional problems are often witnessed at school due to these inconsistencies in relationships.  A sex and relationships policy and programme are essential to ensure our children develop interpersonal skills in order to deal with relationships both now and in their future lives.

Statement

Sexuality is an integral and fundamental part of human development, the understanding of which enables a person to develop a capacity to love and to share interpersonal relationships.  Sex and relationships education in the school is ongoing, progressive and a continuous process in which most curriculum subjects, themes and dimensions play a part.

It is the lifelong learning about physical, moral and emotional development.  It is about the understanding of the importance of marriage for family life, stable and loving relationships, respect, love and care.  It is also about the teaching of sex, sexuality and sexual health.  It is not about the promotion of sexual orientation or sexual activity. (DfES 2000).

Legal Requirements

As well as following the requirements within the National Curriculum Science relevant to sex and relationships education, the DFEE 2000 guidance suggests that the SRE programme is delivered through the PSHE and Citizenship curriculum and ensures that children:

· Develop confidence in talking, listening and thinking about feelings and relationships.

· Are able to name parts of the body and describe how their bodies work.

· Can protect themselves and ask for help and support 

· Are prepared for puberty.

Governing bodies have regard to the SRE Guidance. (Learning and Skills Act 2000).

The Learning and Skills Act 2000 requires that:

· young people learn about the nature of marriage and its importance for family life and bringing up children. 
· young people are protected from teaching and materials which are inappropriate, having regard to the age and the religious and cultural background of the pupils concerned. 
· school governing bodies have regard for the guidance. 

· parents have the right to withdraw their child from all or part of SRE provided outside national curriculum science.

Aims

The aims of SRE education at Brighton Avenue are to provide a secure foundation:-

· to enable children to develop knowledge and understanding about the stages of physical development and the emotional changes ahead of them

· to develop attitudes, values and moral considerations towards sex and relationships

· to provide children with the personal and social skills to help them to manage their emotions and relationships

· to develop self respect and consideration for others

· to provide children with the skills to ask for help and know when and how they should do this

Links with Every Child Matters

Be Healthy

· Sexually healthy
· Mentally and emotionally healthy
Stay Safe

· Safe from maltreatment, neglect, violence and sexual exploitation

· Safe from bullying and discrimination

· Have security, stability and are cared for

Make a Positive Contribution

· Develop positive relationships and choose not to bully and discriminate

· Develop self confidence and successfully deal with significant life changes and challenges

Teaching and Curriculum

Science and PSHE and Citizenship in the National Curriculum will incorporate elements of SRE.  At Brighton Avenue, SRE will be supported by materials designed specifically to aid the teaching of SRE in a graduated and sensitive approach starting from Key Stage 1 and progressing through Key Stage 2. 

The subject will be taught by teachers who have received training and guidance and with whom the children feel at ease. The support of health professionals will be sought as appropriate. Children will normally be taught in mixed classes so that they grow up being aware, respectful and sensitive to each other’s differences.

Method and Organisation

The curriculum is delivered in Science and PHSE and Citizenship lessons in mixed gender classes, mainly by the class teacher. In Year 6 the school nurse delivers a puberty talk in addition to the planned curriculum.

The main teaching methods are: -

· Teacher/pupil discussion.

· Pupil/pupil discussion.

· Problem solving activities.

· Circle time.

· Drama/role play.

· Activities where children make choices.

· Use of outside agencies eg. School nurse.

Teachers aim to approach sex and relationships education in a positive way and answer questions truthfully. Answers are given relevant to age and maturity and given in an implicit way rather than explicit.

Partnership with parents.

Parents are welcome to visit and view the teaching materials used in SRE and be able to ask questions and discuss the programme.

Rights of withdrawal - It is important for parents to know that they have the right to withdraw their child from some PSHE elements of the programme. However, elements of SRE which are part of the Science curriculum are statutory and children may not be withdrawn. Parents wishing to withdraw their child need to sign a letter.

Colleagues from secondary schools who admit our children at the end of Year 6 are more than welcome to discuss our programme of study and policy.

Inclusion

Staff and Governors at Brighton Avenue are committed removing barriers to learning and raising educational achievement for all children at the school.  They are committed to equality of opportunity for all members of the school community regardless of special educational need, socio-economic background, gender, race, religion and sexual orientation.  Members of staff are sensitive to the needs of children and their families and endeavour to preventing stereotyping that may promote sexism, racism and homophobia. 
Confidentiality 

Teachers conduct sex education lessons in a sensitive manner and in confidence.  However, if a child makes a reference to being involved in sexual activity, then the teacher will take the reference seriously and deal with it as a matter of child protection. Teachers will respond in a similar way if a child indicates that they may have been victim of abuse the teacher will not try to investigate, but will immediately inform the named person for child protection issues ( Mrs Pallent,Head Teacher) about their concerns. The Head Teacher will deal with the matter in consultation with health care professionals.

Links with ICT

There are opportunities within ICT to enhance the curriculum through computer programmes and published videos.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The policy regards the needs of pupils, teachers and parents. Consultations, discussions and reviews are important in the evaluation of the effectiveness of teaching and keeping up-to-date with current government guidelines. The co-ordinator monitors the planning to ensure progression and development.

Assessment

Assessment of the children takes place through the cross-curricular aspects of learning in a skills based curriculum. Comments relating to PHSE and Citizenship are made on the end of year report related to the skills used.

Programme of Study + Resources

SRE is taught through the Social, Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL) and the S.H.A.R.E. programme. Resource files are in each classroom with materials which link to the year group and can be differentiated. They also provide ideas for cross-curricular delivery meet the learning intentions. Additional material is available in the resource room.

Policy reviewed           September 2009

Next review                 September 2011

[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
PAGE  
1
Sex and Relationships Policy


